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: - : In 1993 Gremio won the match against Hamburg 

Silp Ceam Gremio (Br azil) by 2-1 getting what is considered in Brazil the most 

by Jachson Ribeiro important trophy for a football club. Most recently 
Formed in 1903, Gremio FBPA, the Blue, White and Black | in 1995, Gremio went back to Japan at that time 
striped shirt Brazilian Southern team is one’ of the oldest | to play against Ajax of Amsterdam. Unfortunately, 
football (soccer) teams in Brazil. Gremio is based in the } Ajax won that game 4-3 on penalties after the 
city of Porto Alegre which is 1500 kilometres to south of | teams were locked at 0 - 0 after extra-time. - 
the city of Rio de Janeiro, Its stadium, Estadio Olimpico, } Currently Gremio is placed 8th in the Brazilian 
can hold 60,000 spectators. One of the main attractions for | Championship and its midield player Paulo Nunes 
visiting the stadium is the Trophy Room, which is like a | is the top scorer in the tournament (11 goals). 
museum and tells the history of the club with more than | There are not many international well known 


rrowsmith to 
2100 trophies won in regional, national and international | names associated with Gremio, but they still have ; 
competitions. This is something that really makes a Gremio | many players that started playing with Gremio, but h alle nh e fo tT 
supporter very proud !!! went on to bigger things. Some of them are: : 


In this stadium Gremio used to have attendance varying | Everaldo played in the Brazilian team in the World 
from not less than 1,000, when the team is not in a good | Cup in1970; Renato Gaucho, today playing with 


campaign, to sometimes more than the full capacity of the Fluminense, Jardel today playing in Portugal and oF S. F. Pre sidency iThe Bruce 


stadium particularly in Grand Finals (we have histories of | previously in Scotland (Rangers); Assis in Italy. 
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having about 85000 attendants). Despite its long history as | The biggest Gremio's rival is the team called Stowell 

a football club in the South of Brazil (holding more than 35 | “Interancional Sport Club". This team is based in , Q S.F. President Wally Dann will have at least one 

regional championships) it was only in the middle of the | the same city. Gremio and Internacional divide the : me. 8: ae iy ; t 

70's that Gremio started to make national and international | city in two and the rivalry is so big that Gremio's hallenger to his position this year, when it was revealed that n e rview 
history. By the end of the 60's it started to play in the | supporters used to say that if Internacional played mrrent board member Gordon Arrowsmith has decided to run 


cic nage eal dao mee ae ear fe iin he orci ia sainst him at the A.G.M, later this month. 
razilian Championship. Since than Gremio wo more | supporters (Gremio's supporters) barking, cheering 4 ; é 
Brazilian “Championships (1992-1994) and _— two | for the dogs. it who do the fans want a8 the next President of the QS. ? 
Libertadores Cup - South American club championship- | The Gremio's symbol is a blue musketeer and the he elections of all official positions are being held at Perry 
(1983 and 1985). Those Libertadores Cup wins gave | motto is "with Gremio wherever Gremio is". ark on Sunday 24th November. Will it encompass the usual 
Gremio the right to meet the European champions in Tokyo | Tell us about your team, whoever they may be - =), . F. 
fouthe Inierooniinental Cup, pitateunor profesional . fradition of Wally ee be re-elected unopposed to the [desk ° 
owerful position 0 esrtfucture 
When Saturday The Farr Post is hoping to move to a 12 page format next ssidento for another term ? fans exactly where each 
month, and we are on the look out for articles to print, so get Answer Nyet ! candidate stands on certain 
Com és your pens out, or get your PCs warmed up, and write to us. the time of printing we know issues facing football the people 
who own the game (you and me) 


f only these two confirmed 


Sports Print are acting as} Next Month in Thompson Resigns I mdidates for the job. We have can make a judgement on whom 
agents for the English} ~~ ontacted both men, who are we believe would be best for the Ch ° 
Football fanzine “When| [he Farr Post. job. When we have made up our ampions 


As we go to print, National ee Poet Ge invis we should put pressure 


Saturday Comes”. This is ; ori ee me 
Soccer coach Eddie ee es questions on on our club representatives who 


|League 


a monthly publication that : ' ; : ow th football progressin 
takes a look at the lighter An sii he ae with Thompson, has resigned. its Be es ths et ay are going to vote on our (Page | 3) 
side of the game, and Sacke rixers Who do you think should infortunately as a result of final affiliated clubs behalf. y Soutioe 


allows the fans their say 
about what's good and not 
so good about English 
football. 


coach Bruce Stowell. me What do we, the fans, want from 
get the job ? Raoul Blanco, hominations not closing until the we, 5 use 

Acloser look atthe | Zoran Matic - or should we Ith November, we would not be ee ? aaNet 

Q.S.F. restructure. — | look overseas ? ble to throw the same question | SUC! 4S 4 Passion tor the game, 
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The European te a st to any other candidate who ; 
A 12 month subscription} Champions League. The opinions given within pe ee ty ee get Continued on Page 2 (Page 44) 
is $55, via SportsPrint,| More tales from the _ |{R¢se pages are those of the | Salm piinted. in Bam, ot wer .| (Football's. not a 
but if you want to check! Farr count individual contributors, and Bich x . pare ua Tae Fnatter-of ie ox death 
eulma Cop valeur And your letters TRG Mays acer als Le bomplet< fainter edition. it’s much ihofe lots 
lus, as we're negotiating to y : responsibility if people ies ack why would << foe more 
get some evaluation] (hopefully). don’t like reading the truth. ial interesting 


0 do this. The reason is simple. 


copies in from the U.K. We believe that by showing the 


_. Arrowsmith . . 


from page ! 
an ability to listen to the fans 


who own the game, a non-club . 


based loyalty and an ability to 
put Queensland’s point of 
view on football matters to the 
AS.F. are some of the 
strengths the person who wins 
the top job must be able to 
produce. 

The great thing about the 
Arrowsmith chalienge is that 
it makes people sit up, and 
take notice. The Status quo 
has been challenged. Whoever 
wins (and we wish the 


incumbent and the 
Strikers Break 
Newcastle 


The Strikers brought the 
Newcastle Breakers back 
to earth, not with a bump, 
but more lke a crash, 
scoring six good goals in 
the process, and creating 
numerous other 
opportunities. Both Frank 
Farina and Rod Brown 
could have opened the 
scoring within the first few 
minutes, and it was Brown 
who latched on to a Farina 
Gross in the tenth minute 
to open the scoring. 

Half way through the first 
half Glen Sprod replied 
from the penalty spot, but 
it was all the Strikers from 
then on. Sean Cranney 


challengers the same good 
wishes) will have a very hard job 
in smoothing the ruffled feathers 
of clubs who did not make the 
premier league of eight. 

We ask you, the fan, to think of 
questions you may wish to ask of 
the candidates. Contact them 
through the Q.S.F. and I am sure 
they would only be too happy to 
answer your questions. If you 
don’t feel comfortable with this, 
write to us here at The Farr Post 
and we will ask for you. 

There should be some very 
interesting number crunching 
exercise going on in the next few 
weeks, Oh, to be a fly on the wall ! 
* The A.G.M. will be held at 
10 o’clock at Perry Park om 
Sunday, 24th November, 
(GK) 


made it 2-1 just before half- 
time, and in the second half 
Brown scored twice more, 
Gary Phillips hit a scorching 
shot from thirty yards and 
Farina scored from the 
penalty spot after he’d been 
brought down turning his 
marker. 

Overall Newcastle were very 
disappointing, but let’s not 
take any credit away from 
the Strikers, all six goals 
they scored came from good 
lead up work in the midfield, 
and as long as the supply is 


good, the Strikers will 
always score goals with 
players like Brown and 


Farina up front. A great start 
to their home campaign, let’s 
just hope that they can keep 
it up against the better 
teams in the competition. 
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Wollongong thrown to 
the Woives 


Well not exactly, but it makes 
a good headline doesn’t it ? 
The Strikers started well, but 
were frustrated by the tactics of 
the Wolves. Playing only one 
man up front, it seemed for 
most of the first half that the 
Strikers back four couldn’t get 
into the game. The Strikerg 
resorted to the long ball over 
the midfield on a number of 
occasions, to try io get Faring 
and Brown involved. 

Towards the end of the half 
Farina dropped deeper, and 
from a half-cleared corner hit q 
tremendous shot into the top 
left corner of the net. A great 
way to finish the half! 
Most of us were barely back in 
our seats after half-time when 
Kasey Wehrman hit a low shot 
from outside the box, which 
just eluded the Wolves 
‘Keeper. 

At this point the more fanatical 
supporters had visions of 
another six goal thrashing. But 
it wasn’t to be ~ the Strikers 
either ran out of steam, or 


decided to sit back on their two 
goal cushion. 
Wolves scored midway 


through the second half, and 
might have sneaked both an 
equaliser and a winner as we 
neared 90 minutes. 

However the three points put 
the Strikers top of the table, 
and Kasey Wehrman got a 9.8 
for his floor routine. 
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f}-@| Editorial 


_ jt seems that our cover story last month 
raised a few eyebrows across the 
_ southern end of the state, and we've had 
a couple of letters and phone calls with 
plenty of comment about it. 

On pages 14 and 15 of this issue we have 
rinted two letters from people who have 


Pe angry enough to contact us with their 


_ opinions on the Q.S.F. restructure. One 

‘of these is an editted version of a two 

page fax we received early last week. 
‘Unfortunately we had planned this issue 
already and didn’t have enough space for 
the full letter this month. However we 

hope to print it in full next month. 

Also, Jim Gilbert from the Q.S.F. 
eontacted us pointing out that the 
“factual content” of our lead article was of 
concern to him. He corrected us on a 

“mumber of issues, and the Q.S.F. media- 
man, Jason Kluver faxed us a letter late 

on Friday afternoon correcting us on our 

“uninformed” attempt at journalism. This 
letter is printed in full on page 15. 

Whilst we welcome all points of view we 
do urge any contributors to check their 

facts and figures before sending them to 

us. The whole concept behind The Farr 

Post is to give you, the average football 

Supporter a soap-box from which to air 
your views about the game. All we ask in 

feturn is that you make every effort to. 
make them factually correct. 
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Wanderers 


Miss Out On 
- Premier League. 


Local soccer outfit The South Farr Wanderers 
have had their application to join the 
Queensland Soccer Federations Premier League 
next season rejected. Board members were said 
to be shocked and very angry that no reason was 
given for their missing out on a place in the 
states top football competition. 

Club secretary Doris Dingo in an exclusive 
interview with The Farr Post said that they 
were going to lodge an appeal with the 
Independent body set up to re-assess the 
applications. 

“We’re not very happy with those boys down in 
Brisbane”, she said last night. “Just because 


Subscriptions. 


We've had plenty of enquiries about 
subscriptions since issue number 1 hit 
the streets, and have decided that 12 
monthly copies are a steal at $20. So 
fill in the form below, and send it with 
a nice big cheque to Sports Print, PO 
Box 478, Bulimba, QLD 4171. 


Please send me a twelve month subscription to “The Farr Post”, 
starting with issue number (The October 1996 issue is number 1). 


T enclose a cheque for $20 payable to Sports Print. 


Post Code - 


we’re all the way out here in the bush, they 
think that they can just ignore us. We think 
it’s a farce, the way all eight Premier League 
teams come from the big cities. We haven’| 
even been given any reason why we were 
rejected.” 

The Wanderers had upgraded their sporting 
facilities since the end of last season, 
spending approximately $500 on new 
shower heads, and repairing the plastic 
chairs in an attempt to meet the Q.S.F.s 
strict criteria for the restructured 
competition. 

“We even got a second hand tarp to put over 
the referees changing area”, she said when 
we asked about their ground improvements, 

“Them boys down in Brisbane don’t realise 
how difficult it is out here. We can’t afford 
to pay our players like the big city teams can, 
let alone afford extensive ground 
improvements. During the drought all they 


did was complain because there was no beef 


in the pies when they came up here to play. 
“They obviously don’t want teams like us in 
the competition, because all the city teams 
complain about us. First, there’s the long 
drive all the way out here, and then when 
they get here we kick them all over the park. 
They’re all just a bunch of softies.” 

Doris rejected the suggestion that the 
decision was racially motivated. 

“Nah ! This is 1996, there’s no racism in 
sport these days,” she said, “It’s just the 
people from the bush getting the rough end 
of the stick, yet again”. 
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S.F. go with eight 
team competition 


The Queensland Soccer Federation have decided to invite only eight teams into their 
Premier League competition for the 1997 season. Of those eight, only one (Bundaberg 
Waves) is from outside the Brisbane city area. An independent panel has been set up 
to review the appeals that have been lodged by clubs who have missed out. 

There will also be two Second Division competitions, split into North and South 
sections, and these will consist of ten teams. All three of these leagues will consist of 
three grades - first, reserve and youth, and be semi-professional. All subsequent 
divisions will be completely amateur in status, and consist of twelve clubs. So far two 
complete league competitions have been finalised, each of two grades (first and 
reserve) with further nominations making up the rest of the amateur leagues. 


The full restructured competition is as follows . . . 


Second Division (North) 


Premier Division 


Beenleigh Albany Creek 
Brisbane City Capalaba 
Brisbane Lions Eastern Suburbs 
Bundaberg Waves Grange Thistle 
Coalstars Mitchelton 
Rochedale Rovers Mount Gravatt 
Taringa Rovers North Star 
Wynnum District Olympic United 

Pine Rivers 

The Gap 
Amateur Division 1 Amateur Division 2 
Annerley Bethania Rams 
Bayside United Brothers United 
Goodna Browns Plains 
Latrobe Athletic Darra United 
Moggill United Greenbank 
Newmarket Ipswich City 
North Pine United Jimboomba 
Redcliffe City Margate 
Redlands United Mooroondu 
Southside Eagles Park Ridge 
South Star Pine Hills 
University of Qid. Samford 


Second Division (South) 
Acacia Ridge 


Inala City 
Ipswich St. Helens 
Logan City Kings 
Nerang 
Rocklea United 
Slacks Creek 
Souths United 

St. Albans 
Willowburn 


Amateur Division 3 
Clairvaux 
Kingsridge 

Oxley United 
Woodridge 


This and subsequent 
divisions will be 
filled with further 
nominations at a 
later date. 
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The National Coach Job 


Congratulations go out to Raul Blanco for 
his 6-0 and 5 - 0 wins against that soccer 
power of the Pacific - Tahiti. Whilst some 
of the players on show did impress, it must 
have been a bit disappointing for ail 
concerned that we didn’t reach double 
figures in the second game at Bruce 
Stadium. 
Unless we improve dramatically I can’t see 
us staying too long in France in 1998. 
As for the “On The Ball” poll a couple of 
weeks ago... what a farce that was. 
Who is choosing the person for the job - 
Soccer Australia or $.B.S. 7 
They give us three candidates, who could 
all quite possibly do a fine job given the 
opportunity - don’t get me wrong on that 
one. But the fourth and final choice is to 
“Look Overseas”. Does this imply that of all 
the other soccer coaches that ply their trade 
in this country, none of them are good 
enough to fill the vacancy ? 
Come on Kyle, Les, next time give us 


The Farr Post, 
|\c/-~ Sports Print, 
'|1PO Box 478, 

||Bulimba, 


Sick of the one eye’d view on 
soccer in Queensland ? 
Then cross to The Farr Post 


another option. Rumour has it that Pauline 
Hanson picked up the ‘phone ready to dial, but 
couldn’t see a true blue enough Aussie for the 
job, and certainly did not want to select option 
4 either. 


Since Eddie Thompsons 
resignation last month, | have 
been scanning the papers looking 
for an advert for the vacant 
position that now exists at Soccer 
Australia. Unable to find such an 
advert | contacted some of my e- 
mail chums via the OZSOCCER 
network. But nobody seems to 
have seen one. 

Could it be that Soccer Australia 
already know who is going to get 
the job, and they are just going 
through the motions ? 


The Independent 


Voice Of Football 
in Queensland 
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The Bruce 


Interview 


The day before Eddie Thompson 
resigned as National team coach The 
Farr Post spoke with sacked Strikers 
eoach Bruce Stowell. We specifically 
wanted to ask him about his three years 
at the Strikers, and the conversation 
covered many topics - including the now 
vacant National team job. Here is the 
first part of that interview. The second 
part will appear in the December issue. 


We'd like to ask you firstly, Bruce, about 
your time with the Strikers. How did it all 
begin, and who signed the contract with 
you? 

] was encouraged by Ian Brusasco to come back 
from Newcastle and get involved with the 
resurrection of an improved Brisbane side 
Which has since then become the Strikers. It 
hadn’t by then started, but I decided to take a 
chance, and come back on spec’. I spent some 
time without a job, with fingers crossed, 
knowing thai there was every chance it would 
eventually start, and it did. 

There's never been a contract - it was all done 
on the shake of a hand. I had known Ian 
Brisasco when I was a State Director of 
Coaching prior to that, so initially we never 
talked contracts. We simply talked about 
‘putting a Brisbane club back on the N.S.L. 
map, and | agreed to it. I started working almost 
Straight away, even though there'd been no 
Written contract and the agreement virtually 
followed on from the acceptance of the 
Brisbane Strikers into the competition and, of 
course, Jan Brusasco taking over as Chairman. 


So you've obviously got a lot of respect for 
Tan Brusasco? 

Tan and J had never met until my interview for 
the State Directors job in 1983 and although we 
Tiever always saw eye to eye, we always agreed 


Stowell 


on the majority of things. For example, that 
soccer, and the development of the game 
was first and foremost. I never had a reason 
at that stage to believe that Ian wasn't first 
and foremost for the benefit of the game 
and we worked very well, very closely, both 
as State Director and also for the three 
years that 1 was at the Strikers. 


What do you think about handshake 
deals now? 

Well obviously it was the first and last. As 
far as I was concerned he had me lose faith 
in what I saw to be a handshake deal that 
virtually allowed me there as long as the 
results were good and as long as there was 
a reason to be there. But certainly as far as 
a handshake deal was concerned I certainly 
won’t be going with another. 


How did the players that you had at the 
Strikers react to you, your coaching 
tehnique, selection methods, etc.? 

As far as coaching techniques and methods 
are concemmed, I never had any problem. I 
always felt that over the three years I had a 
good rapport with the players. I never had 
any criticism about my ideas and my ability 
to work with them, and the way I worked. 
The easiest thing is to bore players and I 
thought that, as far as the N.S.L., the travel 
etc. was concerned, we always kept people 
well informed, and they always seemed 
quite happy with the training. We made it 
as varied as possible and I think that the 
players felt quite comfortable and the 
results grew from it. If I had bored them, 
then the players would have been dropping 
out, rather than being willing and eager to 
stay and, also, others were willing and 
eager to come to Brisbane and be part of it. 


Did your style of play change with the 
type of players that you brought into the 
club, for example Frank Farina - a more 
mature plaver ? 


The actual style in terms of patterns, shape, 
formation never changed a great deal. What did 
change over the period was that the better ideas 
that the players had within that shape and 
formation became more and more what I wanted. 
The more mature players that came to the club, 
and the more mature the players became over 
that period then the more relaxed it was, and they 
were allowed to virtually have carte blanche as 
to where they went when we had the ball. It was 
when we lost the ball that they had a definite 
shape to get and deftnite jobs to undertake and 
even with Frank it was a case of trying to find out 
where it was best for him to play, and fit in. I still 
say that the poor results initially in that third 
season (Frank’s first) were by triyng to find out 
how best to play with Frank, how best to play 
him and what he could do, and I probably leaned 
too far in trying to satisfy Frank. But at the same 
time the basis was laid and I stuck to it - the 
Tesults eventually came. But certainly the players 
were suited to what I wanted to do and obviously 
I picked players to suit situations, dependent on 
opposition, but that didn't change a great deal 
over the three years. 


Did you see that first year with Frank as being 
the start of you and he working together on a 
longer term basis, maybe another couple of 
seasons? 

Initially, Jan Brusasco and Alan Vessey spoke to 
Frank about coming across to Australia. But 
when I went to the U.K. on holiday { was asked 
to make contact with Frank’ in France and 
actually give him something that he could 
actually consider. A couple of things that Frank 
said to me, were that he wanted to go where he 
felt comfortable with the area, and of course his 
wife’s from Brisbane; and he wanted to work 
with a coach that he knew, and who was going to 
think in similar ways to the way in which Frank 
wanted to play. He also said that he wanted to 
build a relationship that would see him play out 
his playing days, and he talked about two to three 
years and then for him to look at getting into the 
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coaching scene and having some sort of an 
initial upbringing, by gavging initially how 
people worked and how people ran things and 
possibly becoming an assistant before he did 
anything else. : 


Did you know hin before you went over to 
the U.K? 

I knew Frank from here in Queensland but I 
also knew Frank from the Australian Institute 
of Sport, and T'd worked with him through 
being a satellite coach to the ALS. 


And you got on well? 

Very well, never had a problem. Frank and I 
spoke a lot during the twelve months that we 
were together. We spoke about his ideas about 
the game, what he had done and what he had 
seen through his career. If there was anything 
that he wanted to mention to me during the 
season we never had a problem there. In fact I 
took Frank into my confidence over that period 
and talked to him a lot and I'd like to think 
that Frank and I had a very good close 
relationship and J think even though Frank had 
a hell of a good career behind him, we did talk 
about him being able to fit in better by doing 
certain things, playing for the Strikers, It 
certainly wasn’t a case of Frank walking in 
and saying “this is how I want to play and 
you’ve got to play with me”, We had a very 
good relationship and I keep saying it’s not a 
one way street - with the players it’s always a 
two-way street. 


It almost seemed that once Farina came to 
the Strikers the dogs were barking - not as 
your demise as coach but certainly his 
playing days finishing there in a year or 
two, and the coaching position almost being 
there for the beckoning. How would you 
react to that? 

Frank and the management made no secret 
that he wasn’t just coming to play and then 
walk away and I understood this. It wasn’t 
something I had to accept knowing that down 
the track they were going to kick me out. It 
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wos “Frank, you’re here as a player and if you 
want to go into coaching then there'll be a place 
for you, wherever that place may be”. It wasn’t a 
ease of “Bruce, you’re going to walk out, or be 
fold to leave after twelve months”. When you 
were reading in the press the reason why they 
were taking so long in making a decision with me 
was that they were giving the job to Frank, it 
never even crossed my mind, as naive as people 
might say 1 was. I wasn’t led to believe that my 
job was on the line, simply based on the three 
years, the results, the criteria that I'd been asked 
to put down as far as quality was concerned. No, 
it never crossed my mind. 


Would you like to tell us a bit about the 
football that was played last season ? 

Initially we didn’t get off to a good start, but 
there was a lot of work involved to try and settle 
Frank in and trying to get other people to play 
with Frank. They were frightened of doing things 
wrong, even at training and it was almost as if 
they were kow-towing to Frank, and that took 
some while and it wasn’t Frank’s doing, it was 
the players, almost as if they were taking a step 
back and saying “We7ll watch how you do it 
Frank”. But eventually we got under way and we 
got some great results and some great 
performances. We probably didn't get the results 
on the road that I would have liked and I think 
that was one reason that it took us so long to get 
into the six and then the four and probably made 
it difficult for us to stay in there. Something that 
people may not have noticed - out of all the teams 
that finished in the six with us, apart from 
Marconi, we had to visit all of them twice and 
they only came to our place once and it’s not easy 
When you know you’ ve got to travel four times to 
Adelaide, two times to U.T.S. Olympic, twice to 
Sydney United, twice to Melbourne Knights. 
It's a scenario that when you look back, maybe 
we did have the rough end of the stick. But I 
think that the only disappointing things that I 
look back on were outside of my control. The 
huge injury toll that I never made excuses for, 
but I just simply went on and selected the best I 
could. The number of long term injuries I had, 


it’s no wonder that we struggled to put a 
quality team on the park and I notice Frank 
made a comment during the week that with 
the team I had we had every right to finish . 
in the four. That’s nice for Frank to say 
that but I don’t think he’s thought of the 
number of injuries that we had. Youve 
also got to look at the number of players 
that get on the park and stay on the park, 
discipline-wise, and Frank in two 
important games got himself sent off, once 
at Melbourne Knights, when we were level 
0 - 0 and of course in the play-off, against 
Sydney United. I still believe that we 
would have won that had I stayed with 
eleven men. So these sort of things 
obviously have a bearing and in the end, to 
be in a position to win the competition at 
the final game and even lose that and still 
be in the top four, to me was something 
that I lock back on as a successful season. 


Tell us about how it all ended. 

All Pll say as far as this is concemed ig 
that it happened over five months ago. I 
don’t want to go backwards. P've had my 
say in regards to the huge disappointment, 
and I'm still finding it difficult to get over, 
and it was one that as far as results were 
concemed I certainly found extremely 
difficult to understand, and I just simply 
hope that the reason for me going, which 
has never been made public doesn’t stop 
me from going and getting other jobs, 
because I like to think that they looked at 
the results and the quality of the season 
and not the way I finished. 


Let’s move on to the Socceroos. Would 
you like to comment on our recent 
history at international level, and 
currently where we stand in the world 
rankings ? 


Personally, as far as the socceroos are 


—— 
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they know that they’re not going to get it here. 
I also believe that there are some quality 
players here that if given the opportunity more 
than they have, would have been better players 
even though they’ve played consistently in the 
N.S.L. rather than overseas - players like Tobin 
and Ivanovic. I think that Jason Polak would 
have been a better player had he been given the 
opportunity. Paul Trimboli is another, who's 
been in and out like a fiddlers elbow. I think 
that they had the opportunity, but had it 
snatched away from them by Eddie simply 
saying “There are better players overseas, and 
Pm going for them”. I think that it’s been a big 
disappointmnet not only to Australian fans and 
Aussie players, but its been disappointing in 
that the continuing change of personnel and 
obviously the way he’s playing has been 
detrimental in the results that we’ve achieved. 


lo \ 
= 


concerned, I’m disappointed. When Eddie took 
over from Frank Arok and Les Scheinflug I know 
that he had ideas about taking his team as far as 
he could, and initially for the first couple of years 
we went along with it. But as those years have 
gone on I believe that Eddie has used as an 
excuse the fact that he has had to pick two teams 
whenever a quality game has come about. And 
he’s worked towards what he believes is a good 
result - not what the spectators believe. Because 
of that I think he’s become rather negative, and I 
think that he’s put his hand up with 0 - 0 draws 
and 0 -1 losses, and sold to the public what a 
good result that it’s been. And I personally 
believe that after an initial beginning and 
bedding in period, and the amount of knowledge 
that he has of overseas players in camps and such 
like, that the public should have expected 
something better, and never got the level of 
performance that we should have had, and that 


Hypothetically, you’re given the Aussie job, 
how do you go about resolving the paradox ? 


we should have demanded . 


You mention two national teams... 


I think one has got to understand that when 
you're playing your local Oceania regions - 
Tahiti, Fiji etc. it would be silly to go to the 
expense of getting players over here, and actually 
put together your best international side when 


there is sufficient quality in Australia to beat 
these sides. If you’re going to play the better side 


which is New Zealand you'll have a sprinkling of 


overseas players to ensure that you’re going to 
get the right result. And J honestly believe that 
that is unsettling not only to the players overseas 
who want to play who are going to make sure that 
their bread is buttered with their club over there, 
but I think that it’s more unsettling to the players 
here who believe that they are just a second 
string and are called in when Eddie wants them 
to play the easy teams, but are cast aside too 
easily when it comes to World Cup games etc. 

And I believe that that in part has had a great 
deal to do with the continuation of players 
seeking clubs overseas. Not entirely but in part 
as they want to be part of that overseas side, and 


I don’t think that it’s easy and one has got to sit 
down with the better players here, and be open 
and honest, that if they continue to perform 
here they'll get the equal opportunity. Now to 
do that it might mean that we’ve got to start 
taking people from here, to the camps over 
there, and sort out who is best. In the past this 
has not been done. Eddie has simply gone and 
the camp has been all foreign players, and I 
don’t think that it’s been to the benefit of those 
players. Knowing that you can’t get your 
foreigners over here, because they’ve got 
greater commitments to stay in the team that 
the’ve gone across to. I also believe too that 
he’s picked one or two over there because the 
club, rather than the player has been the 
predominant force behind the selection. I think 
that for a period Graham Amold has not been 
the player for Australia that Eddie has said that 
he’s been, and he’s one that should have not 
got the opportunities and someone from here 
should. If we are to continue towards France 
1998, I think that things have got to change. 


Do you think that some of these players 


think it more important to play for their 
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uropean teams (han to play for Australia ? 
As a former player I can’t blame them for 
thinking that because initially when Eddie 
started to do this, when players went back, they 
weren't back in their first team where they 
were regulars before coming here, and I think 
that because the’ve gone to play at that level 
and because. they’re there to earn the money, 
obviously, then they’re very reluctant to give 
that position away, and I can’t blame them for 
that. I think that we’ve got to have a greater 
understanding of that. F.LF.A, and the clubs 
have to address that imbalance so that we can 
gel a more fair dinkum Aussie side that relates 
to both the players here, and those overseas. 


How much does finance come into it - the 
huge expense in getting European based 
players te and from Australia for these 
games ? 

Obviously a great deal. That’s why Eddie has 
always gone from here to Europe, because the 
greater number of players are already in 
Europe. I think that he’s got to take a greater 
number from here. and take them over there, 
and have them in a camp, really fighting for the 
positions. One thing that I hate, and it’s 
happened with both Eddie, and Les Scheinflug, 
is that as soon as players arrive in camp they 
are split into two corners, There’s your first 
team - there’s your second team. Eddie has 
openly said that those are first teamers, and 
those are second, and I hate that, I’ve never 
done it in my life and I will never do it. 
Whenever you’re in camp, you're all in the pot 
together, and if something surprising comes out 
of it - that Aurelio Vidmar is left out, because 
shall we say a Jason Polak has performed better 
in camp, then so be it. But I think that it’s 
unacceptable that you divide the players as 
Soon as you walk in to camp. I know that that 
is done, and Eddie makes no bones about it 
because he’s said it to the press, 


Next Month Bruce gives us his views on 
the Ioeal scene here in Brisbane, and 
comments on the future. 


Controversy Corner 


In last months Controversy Corner | 
brought up the story of golfer Robert - 
Allenby who flew all the way to Spain 
to play one shot in the Volvo Masters 
to pick up $164,000 in prize money. | 
commented on how | felt that the lust 
for dollars had overtaken the love of 
sport. : 

Well Bob has decided to donate all the 
appearance money to two cancer 
charities, and | for one don’t mind 
holding my hand up, and apologising 
to him for making him out to be only in 
the game to fill his wallet. it seems that 
some sports stars do have morals 
after all | 


Matthew Harding - RIP 


I never knew Matthew Harding, and until 
recently thought that he was just another 
millionaire wanting to own a premier 
league football club, (as seems to be the 
trendy thing to do in England these days). 
But since his death in a helicopter accident 
last week, an amazing picture of this man 
has been painted by those around him, and 
those who knew him through Chelsea 
Football Club. 

First and foremost he was a football fanatic 
(not just a “fan’), and wanted to do so much 
for his beloved Chelsea. He made his 
money in insurance, and then injected it 
into the club that he had loved since a kid, 
However, he never forgot his roots, and 
would drink in the same pub before the 
game, and mix with the same people that he 
had done before making his money. He was 
“one of us”, so many people have said. 
Chelsea Football Club have mourned the 
loss of a fanatical supporter, but the game 
has lost a great character, and someone that 
we should remember as being the true face 
of an English football fan. (TM) 
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* hey Wind, erly do yoo call hts game aaccen” 
Fig Gusta, tr huadeed «¢ Rowly Evo million, seden hundeed + 
fhwanky one theotond, Four wrteea « Suty Four peeela. 
arene me werld eall ‘cb “Pocrcense"* 2 


(Wall Sary, seme ofa Cart ov a blayar, many years 
ogo, eld ic te andher od act ina tolager, ane, 

avg hr WW a Mergovamg hae ,' cass Ne ums ahart of 
money to touy a shout lf! 


Will whoever is responsible for 
faxing the above cartoon to us 
please identify yourself. We 
always like to acknowledge our 


Deskto 


: eae LEE © 
ay mM Publishing & 


Secretarial contributors, and feel it only fair 
* that our readers know who is 
Services rv ices writing or drawing what in our 


Advertisements - Flyers - Menus - 
Resuumes - Assignments - Newsletters - 
Business Documents - Posters 

All work scanned and Printed in black 
& white or colour, using the latest 
inkjet and laser technology 

Phone Vicki - 0411 516 357 


publication. (In fact we'd like to 
know who is writing or drawing 
what !) 

There are free copies of The 
Farr Post to all contributors, so 
elusive cartoonist, identify 
yourself, and claim your free 
copy. 
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The European Champions League 


Full Results 

October 16th. . 

Group A: Ajax Amsterdam 4 Glasgow Rangers 1; Auxerre 1 Grasshoppers Zurich 0. 
Group B: Atletico Madrid 0 Borussia Dortmund 1; Steaua Bucharest 1 Widzew Lodz 0. 
Group C: Fenerbahce 0 Manchester United 2; Rapid Vienna 1 Juventus1. 

Group D: IFK Gothenburg 2 AC Milan 1; Rosenborg BK 0 FC Porto 1. 


October 30th, : 

Group A: Glasgow Rangers 0 Ajax Amsterdam 1, Grasshoppers Zurich 3 Auxerre 1. 
Group B: Borussia Dortmund 1 Atletico Madrid 2; Widzew Lodz 2 Steaua Bucharest 0. 
Group C: Manchester United 0 Fenerbahce 1; Juventus 5 Rapid Vienna 0, 

Group D: AC Milan 3 IFK Gothenburg 2; FC Porto 3 Rosenborg BK 0. 


Group B PleW DL F A RP 
3 0 1 103 9 


A. Madrid 4 


B. Dortmund 4 3 0 I 7 2 


Widzew L. 4 1 0 = 63 3 


S. Bucharest 4 1 0 #3 


FC Porto 


AC Milan 4 


Gothenburg 4 | 0 3 #7 10 3 


Rosenburg 4 1 0 3 4 0 3 


Group A Rangers hit rock bottom, when 
and international Paul Gascoigne was sent 
for the second time in 8 Champions 
‘Hppearances. They have lost all four games so 
‘Ti, conceding 5 in the last two weeks to the 
ich champions Ajax. The other three teams 
‘that group can all still qualify for the next 
ase. However in Group B it looks as if both 
ia Dortmund and Atletico Madrid will 
, having only lost one game apiece - to 
other. 
dup D has thrown up the first of the quarter 
lalisis, as FC Porto continued their 100% 
Meord, beating the Norwegian champions 


Rosenborg twice in two weeks. AC Milan are 
expected to take the second position in that 
group, but they can’t afford another hiccup 
after their 2-1 defeat by Gothenburg in round 3. 
The most fascinating group of all, though, 
must be C. Manchester United thought that 
they'd done all the hard work by going to 
Turkey, and beating Fenerbahce, only to lose 
the return game 0-1, in front of 53, 000 at Old 
Trafford. Juventus are almost certain to qualify 
needing only a point from their last two games, 
after thrashing the Austrians of Vienna 5-0. 
Boksic and Del Piero both scored two goals 
each, and are a good bet to retain their trophy. 


> 


Sir, 


Being a recent visitor to Brisbane, from the 
U.K., an invitation to watch the Strikers 
against Newcastle was a golden opportunity 
The inevitable car- 
parking problem was overcome with the 
standard pre-match beer or two, but the 
Suncorp Stadium was a revelation and one 
several Premier and First Division clubs 
A partisan firework 
welcome for the home team was more 
reminiscent of Rugby Super League than 
The mediocre 
crowd were encouraged by a very life-like 
Thor, who was remarkably successful in 
providing thunder and lightning, but not 
just as successful at arousing the fans to 
challenge the Kop in singing “You'll never 
walk alone”. But the game provided seven 
goals, not a little skill, good entertainment, 
but with a distinct lack of passion from 


for comparisons. 


would be proud of. 


football, but entertaining. 


some players, and certainly the crowd. 


Football skills ranged from the very good 
to, in the case of one or two players from 
Newcastle, poor. You could only say they 


had “stripped well”. 


Considering that football, world-wide, is 
the biggest drawing game, I feel that for 
such a sports-orientated nation as Australia, 
football is distinctly lacking in skill, 
interest and passion, and perhaps from the 
_ organisations and media, a lack of vision 
and commitment. And, at the final whistle, 
when dozens of young fans invaded the 
pitch, it was not for autographs, but to slide 
and slither on the by then very wet surface. 


The final walk to the car was in conditions 
Pm more used to - pouring rain! 


J.P. Moran, 
England. 
(Thanks Pops - Ed) 
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Letters to Che Editor 


Jt seems our lead article has hit home with a Jew of 
you out there in football-land. Two letters in 


particular I felt needed plenty of space. 


page one froni Pine Rivers. 
We will print Peters letter in full next month. 


Sir 

CONGRATULATIONS FROM THE GOLD 
COAST | 

Yes, we really do mean that. Your new paper 
“The Farr Post” was like a breath of fresh air 
and thank you for having the courage to run 
your front page story. 


about this “New Vision” for the premier 
competition in the state. Our main objective 
was to develop a plan that would not only 
enhance the game on the Gold Coast but 
would also be an asset to the competition and 
code itself. 

We ended up with a three year business plan 
over a hundred pages long that contained 
Support from a management team with over 
180 years combined sports administration, 
including the station manager from a TV 
channel, a business man that controls a 
multi-million dollar business, a multi- 
national sponsor, 12 out of 24 corporate 
boxes sold and Coca-Cola wanting to 
promote the club on over a million cans of 
soft drink. . 

We could have explained all this if the O.S.F. 
had accepted our invitation for lunch, but we 
received nothing, just “Sorry your application 
is rejected, and we will not tell you why !!” 
It’s not the time, money and great effort that 
is lost, it’s the future of the game. What the 
HELL is going on ? 


Peter Williamson, 


Chairman, Gold Coast City Soccer Club. 


Find below an editted version of one fiom Peter 
Wiliamson who was instrumental in putting the Gold 
Coast City proposal to the Q.S.F, and on the facing 


On receipt of the criteria for entry to the new 
XXXX league, we became quite enthusiastic: 
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interest that | read your new 
ond you did attract my attention. But it 
ur mention of the Strikers, or the 
to David Hill's crusade for the 
ation of clubs that grabbed me. It was 
+ League as selected by the Q.S.F. 
stated that seven of the eight teams 
from the Greater Brisbane area, and it was at 
that | almost suffered the same fate as 
om | almost choked over my breakfast | 
i roving reporter G.K., | was covered in 
rence Ed) 
nt out thaf five of the seven 
old Boon the southakie of the river, 
s other (wo comprise of Taringa Rovers, who 
st on the boundary of the river, and Brisbane 
> are almost an inner-city club. This leaves 
ide of Brisbane devoid of any club that 
can play for and hope to attain the top level. 
|. therefore, move on and this will decimate 
Pine Rivers who have always fostered 


seh development. 


Your de mention of the fact that the Pine 
tive ite ves rich with junior talent, and this is 
by the number of players who represented 
ne North in their respective age groups. 

young players represent the future of football 
nd. Where do they go now to achieve 
in coaching ? To a Super League club of 
| 


iif no doubts at all that Taringa and 
oly both fully deserve to be part of the 
competition, | think that itis a disgrace that an 
‘area the size of Pine Rivers was not included. It is 
guaranteed that many players will now have to travel 
the Gateway Arterial Road to play on the southside. 
| belleve that we deserve better treatment from the 
G@.SF. and Pine Rivers and the Gold Coast should 
godess every avenue to appeal this injustice. 


FR. Watt, 
ald Hills. 


Mr. Watt kindly enclosed a photocopy of a map of 
Brisbane with an “X” to mark the Super League 
Wubs. Yes, the northside does look rather sparse 
doesn't it. Maybe Bundaberg is a bit nearer for you 
1-Ed) 


Dear Sir, 

The key to responsible journalism is 
balanced, unbiased and informed writing and 
reporting of issues. Obviously this is a 
concept that GK, author of “And We Thought 
Only Ostriches Buried Their Heads In The 
Sand), has not quite grasped. 

GK’s article, whilst entertaining and 
colourful to say the least, had to be one of the 
most uninformed and one-sided pieces of 
journalism I have seen. 

The piece relies totally on the premise that 
the Q.S.F. was not prepared to comment on 
their restructuring decision and all the 
Federation had to do was “call a Press 
Conference and explain to the public how (it) 
selected the lucky teams and why the unlucky 
teams missed out.” 

Well, GK, surprise surprise, a press 
conference was called for Friday October 11 
at Perry Park and I didn’t see you there to 
hear Q.S.F. President Wallace Dann explain 
the decision and answer the media’s 
questions. , 
This means your whole article was based on 
hearsay and the stories in the Courier Mail 
and Sunday Mail. Well guess what ? There 
were no representatives from these two 
newspapers at the press conference either. 
The Q.S.F. was prepared to comment on the 
issue, through Wallace Dann, on October 11, 
but it seems as though only a handful of 
media representatives thought to seek 
comment from the Q.S.F. to get the full story. 
You are right on one thing, GK. “The truth 
would stop the innuendo and rumour 
immediately”. Maybe it’s time clubs began to 
be more truthful with their players and 
supporters instead of passing the blame onto 
the Q.S.F. After all wasn’t it the clubs that 
voted for the change and gave the Q.S.F. 
Board the authority to carry it through ? 


Jason Kiuver, 
Q.S.F. Media Liaison Officer. - 


just bad luck? 

As I see it 90% of all boys choose their favourite team 
when they’re about 12 to 14 - now that was many 
moons (blue ones ?) ago - but in the early seventies, 
strange as it may seem nowadays, the glamour team 
around town played in sky blue and white and their 
name was Manchester City. This was the team for me. 
Full of talent with current England Internationals 
Francis Lee and Colin Bell, they won the League - 
Championship, FA Cup, League Cup and the 
European Cup Winners Cup all in the space of four 
years - the glory years were there and I was mighty 
proud. Malcolm Allison was the flamboyant manager, 
all Havana cigars and designer flares, and he could do 
no wrong - that is until he signed probably the most 
skillful player ever to have graced the Maine Road turf 
- Rodney Marsh. At the time I thought it was a master 
stroke, Rodney was impudent to the extreme, known to 
peiform a triple overhead somersault with two half 
twists before slamming the ball in the net, someone 
who added thousands to the crowd every week. 
However all was not as it seemed - apparently the 
carefully constructed team spirit was breaking up as 
Rodney claimed all the accolades. Although they were 
wonderful to watch, Manchester City started not 


When Saturday 
. Comes 


Sports Print are acting as 
agents for the English 
Football fanzine “When 
Saturday Comes’. This is 
a monthly publication that 
takes a look at the lighter 
side of the game, and 
aliows the fans their say 
about what's good and not 
so good about English 
football. 


interview. 


A 12 month subscription 
is $55, via SportsPrint, 
but if you want to check 
out a copy first, contact 
us, as we're negotiating to 
get some evaluation 
copies in from the U.K. 


More tales from the 
Farr country. 


Your letters. 
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winning, in fact they developed this into 
something approaching an art form (and of course 
have won nothing since). 

Money was frittered away on supposedly fresh 
talent - a certain player called Daley (Laurie ? 
Arthur ? - no Steve) cost a record transfer fee 
before being put out to grass with the rest of the 
donkeys. The inhabitants of the Kippax 
stand(famous for its aroma of meat and potato pie 
and beery belches) were starting to get restless, 
and were sometimes known to boo their own team 
off the pitch at halftime - and these were the 
‘loyal supporters” ! 

But don’t get me wrong - there have been 
wonderful times at jolly old Maine Road - 
especially during the silly season where everyone 
bought an inflatable banana to the game (legend 
has it that this was started by someone calling” 
Imre Varadi, Imre Banana) and even the team got 
into the swing of things by throwing inflatables 
into the crowd. But those were the dark days 
when it was deemed that a plastic inflatable 
banana was a potential dangerous weapon and so 
the wonderful silliness stopped. 

So my team languishes, at the moment, in the 
nether regions of the First Division, visiting the 
grounds of such exotic places as Southend-On- 
Sea waiting for the next golden era - I’m just 
wondering how long an era is ! 


Thanks to all contributors for your efforts, and keep 
them coming. Next month let’s try to get it up to a 
20 page format. 


Next Month in 
The Farr Post. 


Part two of the 
Bruce Stowell 


The Farr Post, 
c/- Sports Print 
PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, 

QLD 4171. 


Peter Williamseons 
letter in full. 


The opinions given within 
these pages are those of the 
individual contributors, and 


don’t like reading the truth. | 


; rrowsmith, 
Dann to run 
D.S.F. together 


sordon Arrowsmiths challenge to Queensland Soccer 
“deration President Wally Dann failed at the Annual 
General Meeting on November 24th. In a first-past-the- 
jost ballot held that morning Wally Dann was returned 
is President by the member clubs. 

Mowever, there was some 


sonsolation for Arrowsmith as| clubs and the inability to sell 


ie succesfully challenged Vice-| the game to the Queensland 
Sresident Guido Canales for} public. 

jis job. Canales will stay on the} A number of questions came 
joard, though, with new boys| from the floor to both 
Martin Critchell and Glenn| candidates, in particular one 
Davis being accepted from the] from the Rochedale Rovers 
floor. The three members to delegate, Geoff Millward, 
slain their positions were Ron| who pursued Dann on his 
Bradley, Ray Evans and Ianj broken promises in the past, 
Dalzell. and finished with, “Can we 
in a meeting that lasted just] trust you this time ?”. 

inder three hours, the ballot for| In the coming months it will 
he Presidency threw up some] be interesting to see how the 
interesting events, as| two work together as they 
Arrowsmith made plain his 

lisappointment at the track} Continued.on Page 2 

record of last years board. His 


decision to stand against Dann | F 0Otball’s 


not 


vas based on the lack of|™matter of life or death, | 


eee : it’s 
arketing expertise at Perry 
Park, a constant stream of 


lither financial levies on the | | 2¢ tate, great Bill 


Shankly. 


... And more. 


